
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep 

our supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit 

charitable organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that 

provide a noon meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti 

where the Good News of Jesus is shared daily. 
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Presence 
By Kim Beihl 

 

With Christmas Day only a few weeks away and the holiday season in full swing, it can be easy for anyone to get caught up 

in the commercialism that overtakes this time of year. Have you ever heard the play on words “presence vs presents”? We 

all can get overly excited, placing too much emphasis on giving and receiving presents, instead of focusing on the presence 

of our King, our Savior, who was born in a manger. I recall the first Christmas we celebrated after 

returning from our first trip to Haiti. It was difficult for me to think about spending money on 

presents and even harder to receive gifts when I knew that just a short plane ride away there 

were children in Haiti that wouldn’t even have a gift to open, yet a meal to eat that Christmas 

Day. It may be easier for those of us to give when we have more to give away, but how much 

more sweet is it to give when we have little to give away? Just like the parable in the Bible of the 

widow’s mite, we witnessed the act of giving in that same miraculous way during our first visit to 

a school. We were waiting for the children to return with their parents for a time of VBS after the 

school day had ended, hoping they would actually show up. We sat and waited and waited and 

then down this long, dusty road we saw a young girl in a bright white dress walking with her 

parents back toward the school. Then more children with their parents began to arrive, one after the other. They had gone 

home, changed their clothes into their Sunday best, and were coming back so proud to introduce their parents to us. As the 

parents walked forward to greet us, we noticed they were carrying things with them and then setting them at the front of 

the classroom. They brought us gifts. They brought us food as a gift. For a family that had very little, they were willing to 

bring us some of their food to show their appreciation for us being there. They were so thankful for our presence that they 

brought us presents even if it meant giving up a portion of what was so desperately needed for their family. There are no 

words to describe that humbling feeling. So, this Christmas, don’t just give presents, be present, and maybe even think of 

how to give even if you think there’s not much left to give. The blessing you’ll receive will be worth it! I’ll never forget that 

image of that little girl in that white dress walking down that road because it will forever remind me of the the amazing 

presence of love we received that day. Merry Christmas! 


